CONNECTIONS

MERITAN’S TENNESSEE AREA CAREER CENTER

IS LOOKING FOR EMPLOYERS!

Tired of hiring personnel and
spending hundreds or even thousands
of dollars on training, only to have
them leave after a few months?

The Tennessee Area Career Center
located at Meritan has the answer

to your prayers — hundreds of trained,
qualified, loyal, and reliable
employees that are 55 and older.

e Certified Professional Secretary (CPS)

Older Americans, who will account
for three-quarters of the growth in
the nation’s labor force over the next
decade, are a solution for businesses.
Older workers are a valuable resource
for the 21st century workforce, and
Meritan is committed to providing
high quality employment assistance to
employers and potential employees.

o Excellent office equipment skills (copier, fax, phones, 55 WPM and 10 key)

Meritan has assisted more than 6,000
older adults (55 and over) obtain
meaningful employment in the com-
munity, increase their economic self-
sufficiency and independence for the
last 30-years.

Contact Meritan at 901-766-0171
to schedule interviews with
potential applicants.

* Proficient compuler skills (PC and MAC compudters), internet, Microsoft Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint and Outlook

o Excellent oral and written communications and customer service skills and office support

o Ability to multitask, prioritize and work independently with no supervision

o Impeccable driving record

o Ability to follow written and verbal instructions
o Exceptional knowledge of principles and methods for moving people or goods
o Strong knowledge of principles and processes for providing customer and personal services

e Ability to perform routine maintenance and equipment

Meritan salutes the Thomas W. Briggs Foundation for a generous matching grant of $25,000
for the Title V Older Worker Employment Program. Their $25,000 gift will be matched 4 to 1
and thus bring an additional $100,000 in funding for this program. Many thanks to the
Thomas W. Briggs Foundation for believing in and supporting our mission so generously!

A Little About Us

Founded in 1961, Meritan has built a regional reputation for its quality and effective programs for children, families
and seniors. Headquartered in Memphis, the private non-profit organization provides assistance to the blind
and visually impaired, employment opportunities for seniors, homemaker services, home health care, senior center,
case management, specialized foster care for children with special medical and/or emotional needs, as well as
programs for the developmentally disabled people of all ages.

A United Way of the Mid-South partner agency and accredited by the Council on Accreditation.




Executive Staff

Deborah Cotney
President

David Poteat
Executive Vice President

Jeff Weesner
Chief Administrative Officer

Mission

Maximizing each individual’s
optimum potential throughout
life's stages.

Programs & Services

® Specialized Foster Care
for Medically and Emotionally
Fragile Children

® Blind and Visually Impaired
Training and Support

® Fitness for Seniors
e Ruth E. Tate Senior Center
¢ In-Home Care
* Employment for Seniors
® Special Needs Placements
® Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
* Assistance & Information
¢ Case Management

e Senior Services Home Health

Contact Us

Meritan
4700 Poplar Avenue
Suite 400
Memphis, TN 38117
901-766-0600
1-800-487-5207
www.meritan.org

HATS OFF TO CRACKER BARREL FOUNDATION

The Cracker Barrel Foundation

has awarded a $2,500 grant to the
Tennessee Stepping Stones Foster
Care Program. The grant will help
supply backpacks and school supplies
to approximately 50 children in our
specialized foster care program for
medically and emotionally fragile
children. Many of these children
come into our care with only the

ESTATE PLANNING...MORE THAN JUST A WILL

We spend a lifetime accumulating
assets in order to provide for ourselves
during retirement and our families
following death. Few of us spend
more than a few hours making sure
that our assets are properly handled
in the event of death. If we owe

but one thing to our family at

death, it is to leave them without
additional problems.

A common misconception is that a
Will disposes of all of one’s assets at
death. Assets pass at death in several
ways. The most common way that
assets pass at death is by joint owner-
ship. For instance, bank accounts are
often held by jointly by husband and
wife. This means that at the death of
either spouse, the property belongs to
the other. It does not pass under the Will.

The second way that assets pass at
death is by beneficiary designation.
Life insurance and retirement
accounts are distributed to the
named beneficiary. Only if there

is no beneficiary are the assets
directed under your Will.

Assets in your separate name which
have no beneficiary designation pass
under your Will. If you die without a
Will, state law dictates how your assets
pass. You forfeit your right to direct
the assets.

Tennessee acknowledges two types
of Wills. An attested Will is typed or
printed and requires the signature of
the testator (person who makes the
Will) and two disinterested witnesses.

A holographic Will must be entirely
written and signed by the testator.
No witnessing is required. However,
the handwriting of the testator must
be proven to the satisfaction of the
Court following death.

Estate planning is not for the wealthy.
It is for everyone. Estate planning

is little more than determining who
will manage your financial affairs in
the event of disability or death, who
should receive your assets at death,
and structuring the plan in a manner
to minimize costs and expenses. It has
been said that those who fail to plan,
plan to fail. Nothing could be more
true as it relates to Wills and estates.

This article was generous provided by Stephen
McDaniel, attorney with Williams, McDaniel,
Wolfe & Womack Law Firm. Mr. McDaniel is
a former Meritan Board Member.

clothes on their back so a personal

backpack and school supplies will help

them transition into their new home
and school with a little more self
esteem and comfort.

Thanks Cracker Barrel Foundation
for helping some of our Tennessee
foster children!

CBR¢

GROUP
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If we thanked our Silver Bell donors every day for the next year it would not be enough. Over 500 seniors Sllver BellS
received the best Christmas ever this past December. Thanks from all of the staff and clients at Meritan! ﬁ\

SILVER BELLS DONORS*

A special thanks to all the Meritan employees who went above and beyond their varied jobs to see that our

Silver Bells had a great Christmas!

Ms. Deborah Abernathy
Accredo Health Group

Mr. Thomas Adams

Ms. Susan Adler Thorp
Advance Toxicology Network
Agape Sunday School Class
Ms. Bonnie Algee

Mr. & Mrs. Roosevelt Allen
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Ms. Susan Anderson

Ms. Barbara Anderson

Ms. Wendy Anderson

Ms. Jean Anthony

Ms. Melinda Artz

Ms. Lois Ashford

Mr. Ron Aven

Mr. Don Aycock

Ms. Megan Bachmann
Bancorp South

J.R. Barnes

Ms. Georgia Barry

Mr. Robert Barstow

Ms. Maggie Beasley

Ms. Anne Beaty

Ms. Rosalyn Beaver

Mr. & Mrs. John Beckham
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Bellet

Ms. Linda Bellis

Ms. Doris Bellott

Ms. Carol Bigam

Mr. Lamar Black

Ms. Melanie Blakeney

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Bland
Ms. Kim Blankenship

Ms. Teri Blaydes

Ms. Charlotte Bledsoe

Ms. Milisha Bloodworth
Ms. Barbara Blum

Ms. Melissa Boals

Ms. Susan Bohn

Ms. Edna Bomar

Ms. Nell Booker

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Bookout
Ms. Marylyle Boolos

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Boone

Ms. Debbie Boone

Ms. Mary Borden

Ms. Elizabeth Boswell

s. Gwendolyn Boswell

. Janie Boswell
Bountiful Blessings, Inc.
Ms. Tamara Braithwaite
Ms. Mary Braner

Mr. & Mrs. Elvin Breland
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Bronstein
Ms. Joanne Brown

Ms. Caroline Brown

Ms. Marcia Brown

Ms. Dian Brown

Ms. Frances Brown

Ms. Wilma Browning

Ms. Susan Brunson

Ms. Leah Bryant

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Bryson

Ms. Gail Buckman

Ms. Mary Buckman

Ms. Inga Burkett

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burnett
Mr. & Mrs. David Burnette
C. Bruce Lynch, D.D.S.

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Calhoun
Ms. Irelia Calloway

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Campbell
Ms. Teresa Cannon

Mrs. Vance Carrington

Ms. Anita Carson

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Cartwright
Ms. Brenda Chamness

Mr. Jerry Chism

Ms. Christine Chunn

Ms. Paula Church

Ms. Leslie Clance

Ms. Theresa Clance

Mr. Alvin Clark

Mr. & Mrs. James Clark

Dr. Christy Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Clarkson
Ms. Missy Clifton

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Clinton
Ms. Panoply Colburn

Ms. Viola Cole

Ms. Mary Cole

Ms. Sheila Coleman

Mr. Doug Coles

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Collier

Collierville United
Methodist Church

Ms. Ann Collins

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Compton

Ms. Angela Convey

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Cook

Ms. Angi Cooper

Ms. Dixie Cooper

Ms. Theresa Corbett

Mr. Richard Corbett

Dr. Cathy Corbett

Cove United Methodist Church

Ms. Christine Cowan

Ms. Linda Cox

Ms. Mary Craven

Mr. & Mrs. Murray Creasy

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Crenshaw

Ms. Joan Crofton

Dr. Harry Cummings

Ms. Cynthia Dando

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Daniel

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Danzig

Mr. Michael David

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Day

Ms. Lellis Day

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Deanes

Ms. Miriam DeCosta-Willis

Ms. Alicia Dever

Ms. Cathy Dice

Ms. Gilda Dooley

Ms. Patsy Dougherty

Ms. Susan Doyle

Ms. Nancy Duckworth

Ms. Phoebe Duren

Mr. & Mrs. Wynn Earle

Ms. Laura Easley

Eastgate Animal Clinic

Ms. Martha Eberhart

Ms. Trisha Elam

Ms. Josephine Elosua

Emmanuel United
Methodist Church

Mr. & Mrs. Stephan Emswiler

Ms. Joyce Evans

Ms. Barbara Everett

Ms. Violet Exline

Ms. Ann Fair

FedEx (Tierney Care)

FedEx Customer
Exp Marketing

FedEx Workers Comp Dept.

Ms. Kathryn Feinstone

Ms. Martha Fields

Ms. Donna Fisher

Ms. Mary Flack

Ms. Olivia Flasdick

Ms. Dee Flood

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Fockler

Ms. Denise Ford

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Formanek

Ms. Cheryl Fortner

Ms. Jean Fout

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Friedl

Mrs. Alice Fulmer

Ms. Brenda Galloway

Ms. Carolyn Garner

Ms. Cynthia Gentry

Mr. & Mrs. Ray George

George J. Abraham &
Susanna B Baker

Germantown Farmington
Animal Hospital

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Gibbons

Ms. Diana Gill

Ms. Donna Gilliam

Ms. Lynn Glascock

Mr. John Goekler

Dr. R. Gold

Ms. Karen Goodman

Ms. Sharon Gordon

Ms. Pam Gordon

Ms. Margaret Gosa

Grace St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church

Ms. April Grennan

Ms. Belinda Gresham

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Grove

Ms. Henrietta Guy

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Hagood
Ms. Ruby Hairston
Ms. Sharon Halstead
Ms. Jan Harbor
Ms. Sally Harder
Ms. Delores Harley
Ms. Joann Harper
Ms. Jan Harrell
Ms. Barbara Harris
Ms. Kimberly Harris
Ms. Camille Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Hart
Ms. Lena Hartz
Ms. Brenda Harwood
Ms. Florence Haverty
Ms. Cathy Hawkins
Ms. Denise Headin
Ms. Chloe’ Heins
Ms. Pat Henley
Ms. Verlinda Henning
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Henry
Mr. & Mrs. Bill &
Gloria Herring
Ms. Gloria Herring
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Hibbler
Ms. Janice Hicks
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Higgins
Ms. Sharon Higgins
Highland Heights
Presbyterian Church
Ms. Vicki Hill
Ms. Natalie Hillman
Ms. Jessica Hodges
Ms. Leslie Hogan
Ms. Barbara Holden
Ms. Ruby Holeyfield
Ms. Virginia Hollon
Mr. Walter Holmes
Ms. Mona Hoover
Ms. Arnethia Hopson
House of Lamb (Elem)
Ms. Jeanene Houseveldt
Ms. Nancy Howell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hughes
Ms. Lori Hughes
Ms. Martha Huie
Mr. & Mrs. Annie &
Jeff Hulett
Ms. Linda Hunt
Ms. Laurie Hutchins
Ms. Vivian Hyneman
Ins Professionals
Ms. Valerie Irby
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Irish
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jack
Janur Jacobs
Ms. Susan Jemison
Ms. Theresa Jennings
Mr. & Mrs. David Jennings
Ms. Lori Johnson
Ms. Joyce Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Don Johnson
Ms. LaVerne Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Jones
Ms. Anthia Jordan
Ms. Kathy Junkin
Ms. Cynthia Karnaghon
Mrs. A.H. Katz
Ms. Ann Kelley
Ms. Martha Kelly
Ms. Gail Killingsworth
Ms. Barbara King
Ms. Tasha King
Ms. Julie Kinney
Ms. Janet Kirby
Ms. Irma Kramer
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Kulp
Mr. Phillips Kyles
Mr. Mike Kyles
Ms. Donna Lamar
Ms. Diane Land
Ms. Elizabeth Land
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Langston
Lausanne Collegiate School
Lausanne Kindergarten
Ms. Caroline Lawler
Ms. Barbara Lawrence
Ms. Martha Sue Ledger
Mrs. William Ledsinger
Ms. Madeline Lee
Ms. Kim Legg

Ms. Judy Leggitt

Ms. Joy Lenhart

Ms. Margaret Lester

Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Lewis

Ms. Malinda Lewis

Ms. Donna Lightell

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Limberg

Ms. Linda Lipham

Ms. Lisa Lloyd

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Lott

Ms. Geraldine Love

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lupsha

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Lutrell

Ms. Betty Lyon

Mr. Floyd Lyons

Ms. Kelsey Lyons

Ms. Deb Mabbott

Ms. Marcia Maitin

Ms. Dawn Maki

Ms. Debbie Maki

Ms. Betty Malmo

Ms. Suzy Manley

Ms. Barbara Mannon

Mr. Kenneth Markwell

Ms. Edie Marshall

Mr. G.K. (Jerry) Martin

Mr. Tom Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Massey

Ms. Frances Mathewson

Ms. Irma McCullough

Ms. Pat McDaniel

Ms. Suzanne McDonald

Ms. Meredith McDonald

Ms. Jamie McDonnell

Ms. Stephanie McEver

Ms. Donna McGee

Mr. William McHaney

Ms. Kathy McKay

Ms. Mary McKenna

Ms. Kim McLaughlin

Ms. Susan McNulty

Mr. Zachary McRae

Mr. Rik McSorley

Medtronic

Ms. Lora Meek

Mr. Oscar Meek

Ms. Menzie

Merrill Lynch & Co.
Foundation, Inc.

Ms. Juanita Merriweather

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence
Messinger

Methodist Hospital
Germantown Lab

Methodist North Hospital

Ms. Lori Meyer

Ms. Jean Miller

Ms. Tammy Miller

Ms. Dessie Mitchell

Ms. Juana Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Modesto

Ms. Amy Mohundro

Ms. Beulah Montgomery

Ms. Patricia Montgomery

Ms. Kathleen Moore

Mr. & Mrs. John Moran

Ms. Dorothy Morgan

Ms. Joan Morgan

Ms. Kelly Morris

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Morris

Ms. Julia Morrow

Ms. Anita Morton

Ms. Deborah Moses

Ms. Helen Mottley

Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist Church

Ms. Gayle Murchison

Mr. & Mrs. William Naro

New Hope Christian Church

Mr. Phil Newsom

Ms. Amy Nicholas

Mr. & Mrs. H. Thomas Nichols

Mrs. Harriet Nolan

Ms. Denise Norden

Mr. Mark Norris

Ms. Norma Northam

Northaven Elementary School

Ms. Margarer Norvell

Ms. Sandra Oates

Ms. Sandra Olita

Orgill, Inc.

Ms. Carla Orr

-

Ms. Arnedtha Ousley

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Padgett

Ms. Linell Palo

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Parker

Ms. Frances Parker

Mr. George Parr

Ms. Karen Parr

Ms. Julia Patterson

Ms. Kathleen Patterson

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Pence

Ms. Diane Perel

Ms. Sharon Perkins

Ms. Essie Pernell

Ms. Charlene Person

Ms. Phyllis Peterson

Pfizer Foundation
United Way Campaign

Pfizer Inc.

Ms. Gina Pickens

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Pickens

Mr. Bill Pierce

Mr. David Pierce

Ms. Gayle Pike

Ms. Renee Pike

Ms. Alma Pipkin

Ms. Lisa Pittman

Ms. Jane Plunket

Mr. David Poindexter

Mr. David Poteat

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Powell

Ms. Bridgett Pratt

Mr. & Mrs. Hall Prewitt

Ms. Janelle Pringle

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Prislovsky

Ms. Cathy Pugh

QSource

Quota Club of East Memphis

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Radogna

Mr. Michael Ray

Ms. Denise Reber

Ms. Tanya Redfearn

Ms. Sharon Redmon

Ms. Stephanie Rehnelt

Ms. Elizabeth Reltherford

Ridgeway Baptist Church

Ms. Cathy Robbins

Mr. Bill Roberts

Ms. Cathy Roberts

Ms. Teresa Robertson

Ms. Sonia Robinson

Mr. Richard Robison

Ms. Trish Rouse

Ms. Kara Russell

Ms. Alice Rutherford

Ms. Wilma Rutland

Ms. Sherrie Safdari

Ms. Geraldine Sanders

Ms. S. Sanders

Ms. Nancy Sawaya

Ms. Harriet Schneider

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Schonbaum

Ms. Jan Scott

Ms. Ruth Scroggs

Ms. Julie Sefton

Ms. Aretha Shaffer

Ms. Barbara Shainberg

Shelby County Jail (East)

Ms. Mary Shelton

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shields

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Shopoff

Ms. Whitney Shore

Mr. Erich Shultz

Mr. & Mrs. David Sigler

Ms. Mary Sigman

Ms. Saundra Sigman

Ms. Teresa Sigmon

Ms. Kathleen Signaigo

Ms. Thelma Signaigo

Ms. Cathy Silverstein

Ms. Lancy Simonton

Ms. Carol Simpson

Ms. Sandra Sims

Ms. Tanja Singleton

Lucille Smith

Ms. Gail Smith

Ms. Emlee Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Merritt Smith

Ms. Gina Smith

Ms. Marjean Smith

Ms. Beverly Smith-Drake

Ms. Naomi Soltis-Glazier

Ms. Carolyn Somerville
Ms. Jane Sorin
Mrs. Sam Sorrels
Ms. Barbara Spahn
Ms. Margaret Spradling
Ms. Carolyn Springfield-Harvey
Ms. Debbie Sprinkle
Mr. & Mrs. Will Stafford
Ms. Samantha Stemmer
Ms. Sara Stemmer
Mr. Billy Stevens
Cameron Stone
Ms. Mavie Stukenborg
Ms. Dierdre Sturgis
Ms. Debbie Sullivan
Ms. Phyllis Tamm
Ms. Pamela Taylor
Ms. Zona Taylor
Technical Innovation
Ms. Eunice Tenent
Mr. & Mrs. Charley Thomas
Ms. Wendi Thomas
Thomas & Betts
Ms. Jean Thompson
Ms. Bertha Thompson
Mr. Jerry Thompson
Ms. Rita Thompson
Ms. Anna Thomson
ThyssenKrupp Elevator
Manufacturing
Ms. Jo Anne Tilley
Ms. Sallie Tipton
Ms. Barbara &
Ms. Lauren Tiscia
Ms. Patricia Toarnience
Mr. & Mrs. Creighton Torrey
Ms. Janice Toshach
Ms. Dana Totty
Mr. Michael Towne
Ms. Virginia Tubbs
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Tune
Mrs. Agnes Turley
Ms. Gwen Tutor
Ms. Jennette Tyson
UT Medical Group
Ms. Vivian Vaccaro
Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Valentine
Judy Van Steenberg
Ms. Sandra Van Velsor
Ms. Evelyn Vavasseur
Ms. Bette Veteto
Virginia Rippee & Associates
Ms. Faye Walker
Ms. Oristine Walker
Ms. Josephine Walker
Ms. Pam Walker
Ms. Chris Walker
Ms. Margie Walker
Ms. Gazelle Walkers
Mr. Ora Walton
Ms. Carol Wandling
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Waxler
Ms. Kathleen Weiman
Ms. Debbie Wells
Ms. Cheryl Westbrook
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Whaley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Whiddon
Ms. Teresa White
Mr. & Mrs. John White
Ms. Gladys White
Ms. Gloria White Cox
White Station High School
Mr. Paul Williams
Ms. Mary Williamson
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Williford
Mr. Derek Willis
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Wilson
Ms. Kay Wilson
Woodlawn OES #74
General Rita Works
Mr. Dan Wortham
Mrs. Susan Wyant
Devan Yanik
Mr. & Mrs. Tate Yawn
Ms. Linda Young
Martha Young Leonard
Ms. Donna Zaino
Ms. Malva Zanella
Ms. Victoria Zeni
Ms. Elizabeth Ziarko
Ms. Diana Zinser

*NOTE: If we have inadvertently left someone’s name off the list, please call Gail Milnor at 766-0600 so we may acknowledge your participation in the next issue. Thanks again!
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Senior Services Home Health Agency
(SSHHA) recently participated in a
24-month demonstration program
with CMS (Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services) on seven quality
measures for improving in-home
patient care in our region (TN, GA

and AL). SSHHA received a perfor-
mance bonus for being in the top 20%
of highest performing agencies in our
region selected to participate in the
program. SSHHA also recently added
psychiatric & wound care services.

Stepping Stones Specialized Foster
Care recently received a performance
bonus from the Tennessee Department
of Children’s Services for achieving
permanency and reducing the length
of stay for the children in our foster
care programs across Tennessee.

Contact Information for our Different Services

General Info and Referral
901-766-0600
dorothybogard@meritan.org

Blind & Visually Impaired
901-766-0616
charlesepennington@meritan.org

Case Management
901-766-0664
nancydeal@meritan.org

Donations
901-766-0696
gailmilnor@meritan.org

Specialized Foster Care
for Children
901-766-0622

jaibaker@meritan.org

Home Health Care
901-766-0600
melaniekeller@meritan.org

Employment for Seniors
901-766-1169
verakea@meritan.org

Ruth E. Tate Senior Center
901-774-2000
dianetidwell@meritan.org

Marketing and Development
901-766-0613
elisebone@meritan.org




